The recent Association Agreement signed between the European Union and Central American countries contains important intellectual property provisions. Some of these provisions have been inserted in the treaty to meet Central American states' needs, especially with reference to technology transfer issues, the protection of public health and the protection of genetic resources and traditional knowledge.
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In addition to putting emphasis on strong IPR protection (which has been sought more by EU than by the CA negotiators), the agreement also contains provisions specifically meeting the needs of CA countries. The text thus reflects the compromise reached between EU and CA negotiators.
The topics of specific interest to CA states are inter alia (i) technology transfer issues,
(ii) the protection of public health and (iii) the protection of genetic resources and traditional knowledge.
Analysis

Technology transfer
The provisions of the agreement regarding technology transfer reaffirm and integrate Articles 7, 40 and 66.2 TRIPS. In particular, according to Article 3 of the IP Chapter, the parties undertake to exchange opinions and information on policies involving technology transfer with a view to facilitating business alliances, licence agreements and outsourcing relationships. The parties also recognize that it is important to create mechanisms which strengthen and promote investments in Central America, especially in innovative and high-tech fields. They also recognize that technology transfer is favoured by training and capacity building activities as well as academic, professional and business exchange programs. The EU is also committed to promote programs aimed at carrying out R&D activities in Central America and to facilitating access to infrastructure and medicines (Article XX of the Agreement).
Protection of public health
Health protection issues are specifically dealt with in Article 2.1 of the IP Chapter. 
Protection of genetic resources and traditional knowledge
Another topic of utmost importance to CA states is the protection of genetic resources and traditional knowledge. Compliance with these principles and provisions is paramount to CA countries, which are biodiversity-rich and are therefore exposed to a major risk, i.e. the risk of misappropriation of their genetic resources and traditional knowledge taken from (and without the prior consent of) local people or farming communities and subsequently patented in industrialized countries (so-called biopiracy cases, of which there have been several in CA.). Accordingly, the fact that the association agreement makes reference to the Rio de Janeiro Convention, both expressly (in relation to its main aims) and impliedly (with reference to the protection of genetic-related traditional knowledge), gives a clear message to the EU that its companies and individuals should refrain from taking and developing further genetic resources and associated knowledge from CA and from patenting it in Europe, unless they obtain a prior and It has been important for CA countries not to accept an obligation to adhere to the 1991 version of the UPOV Convention (only Costa Rica so far has done so), since it strongly limits the farmers' exemption and is not considered as meeting biodiversityrich countries' needs: in particular it does not authorize farmers to exchange seeds with other farmers for propagating purposes, but merely authorizes them to save and use seeds for propagating purposes on their own holdings within certain limits and subject to the safeguarding of the legitimate interests of the breeder.
Practical significance
The provisions of the EU-CA Association Agreement analysed here are expected to have a positive impact on Central American social, economic and agricultural system.
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Technology transfer and access to medicines will be facilitated. Yet it is in the field of genetic resources that CA states have obtained the most important negotiation results.
Stressing, in an IPR set of rules, that patent protection must not interfere with countries' rights to protect their genetic resources under the Convention on Biological Diversity is a good point, taking into consideration that CA is biodiversity-rich (seldom do IPR treaties include rules protecting genetic resources). Linking IPR with the protection of biodiversity -as the EU-CA association agreement does -is farsighted and will probably help prevent the misappropriation of genetic resources.
The insertion of a broad "farmers' privilege" into the association agreement is also beneficial to CA countries as it will allow farmers to continue carrying out wise traditional practices, such as seed exchange. These practices -which usually take place within the same community and are cooperative rather than profit-oriented -are 
